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CAEDA was fortunate to host Blake Mycoskie as the | shipment of shoes to

Annual Dinner guest
speaker at the Casper
Natrona County Airport on
February 3, 2010. Mycoskie
Is a dynamic and talented
young entrepreneur who
started his first business
while in college, a laundry
service, and has been

involved in a number of Entrepreneur Blake Mycoskie, CEO & Chief Shoe Giver

diverse and successful

ventures since.

Today Blake is best known
as the Founder and Chief
Shoe Giver of TOMS Shoes
which provides a pair of
shoes directly to a needy
child for every pair
purchased by a customer.
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successfully demonstrates
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CAEDA board member Jim Porter, Mark Zaback and
Roxy Skogan chat before the dinner.

that consumers can use
their individual
purchasing power for the
greater good.
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idea turn into an entrepre-
neurial success story? Blak
audience. In 2006, while
traveling in Argentina,
Blake met a group of

@ericans delivering a

Steve Elledge of the Wyoming Business Council,
Blake Mycoskie, Katrina Lorenzen & CAEDA board mem
Chris Lorenzen take a moment to pose for the camera

TOMS Shoes shares his inspirational story at the dinnef

poor children. He learned
that shoes were required for
attending school and that
they also cut down on
disease. But he wondered
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idea of having building a
business, TOMS Shoes,
Jather than starting another
charity.

Back in the States, he
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break into a new industry.
After being turned down
repeatedly, Blake happened
to be at the right place at the
right time. He met with a
purchasing manager in an
upscale LA store, who was
actually waiting to meet
another distributer. After
talking with Blake she
bought 80 pairs of shoes.
Coincidentally a LA Times
fashion writer spotted the
shoes and ran a story about
TOMS. The unexpected
publicity skyrocketed the
demand for the shoes and
caused some serious supply
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the LA Timesstory ran we
received orders for 22,000
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pairs but we only had 140 in
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